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THE GATHERING 

Introit Hymn 

Unto us a boy is born! 
 King of all creation, 
Came he to a world forlorn, 
 The Lord of every nation, 
 The Lord of every nation. 

Cradled in a stall was he 
 With sleepy cows and asses; 
But the very beasts could see 
 That he all men surpasses, 
 That he all men surpasses 

Herod then with fear was filled: 
 'A prince', he said, 'in Jewry!' 
All the little boys he killed 
 At Bethlem in his fury, 
 At Bethlem in his fury. 

Now may Mary's son, who came 
 So long ago to love us 
Lead us all with hearts aflame 
 Unto the joys above us, 
 Unto the joys above us. 

Omega and Alpha he! 
 Let the organ thunder, 
While the choir with peals of glee 
 Doth rend the air asunder, 
 Doth rend the air asunder. 

 [Percy Dearmer] 
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The Greeting 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen 

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 

All and also with you. 

 
Words of welcome or introduction are said. 
 

Prayer of Preparation 

All Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Penitence 

Hear the words of the angel to Joseph: 
‘You shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.’ 
Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God 
through Jesus the Saviour of the world. 
 

All  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you  
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
 pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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Gloria in Excelsis   

 Glory to God in the highest, 
All and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

The Collect - The Collect for the Week is said after a moment of silence 

Almighty God, 
whose blessed Son was circumcised 
in obedience to the law for our sake 
and given the Name that is above every name: 
give us grace faithfully to bear his Name, 
to worship him in the freedom of the Spirit, 
and to proclaim him as the Saviour of the world; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Old Testament Reading – Numbers 6 vv 22 - 27 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his 
sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall 
say to them, 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you 
peace. 

So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless 
them. 

At the end the reader may say 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 

 
 
New Testament Reading – Galatians 4 vv 4 - 7 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as children. And because you are children, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! 
Father!’ So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a 
child then also an heir, through God. 

At the end the reader may say 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading –  Luke 2 vv 15 - 21 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the 
child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 
before he was conceived in the womb. 

 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

The Sermon – All sit 

 
 

The Creed – All Stand 

All  We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Let us pray to our incarnate Lord, 
who has brought us out of darkness 
and into his own marvellous light. 

The prayers end with the following: 

 Merciful Father 
All accept these prayers 
 for the sake of your Son, 
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 

 
 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

The Peace – All stand 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 
 
 
Offertory Hymn 

During this hymn a collection will be taken 
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See him lying on a bed of straw: 
A draughty stable with an open door; 
Mary cradling the babe she bore - 
The Prince of Glory is his name. 

O now carry me to Bethlehem 
To see the Lord appear to men - 
Just as poor as was the stable then, 
The Prince of Glory when he came. 

Star of silver, sweep across the skies, 
Show where Jesus in the manger lies; 
Shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise 
To see the Saviour of the world! 

chorus 

Angels, sing again the song you sang, 
Bring God's glory to the heart of man; 
Sing that Bethl'em's little baby can 
Be salvation to the soul. 

chorus 

Mine are riches, from your poverty; 
From your innocence, eternity; 
Mine, forgiveness by your death for me, 
Child of sorrow for my joy. 

O now carry me to Bethlehem 
To see the Lord appear to men - 
Just as poor as was the stable then, 
The Prince of Glory when he came. 

[© Words: 1965 Michael Perry - The Jubilate Group (Admin. by 
Jubilate Hymns Ltd, sub to Hope Publishing for various regions)  
Music: 1965 Michael Perry - The Jubilate Group (Admin. by 
Jubilate Hymns Ltd, sub to Hope Publishing for various regions)] 
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The table is prepared, and bread and wine are placed upon it. 

Blessed be God, 
by whose grace creation is renewed, 
by whose love heaven is opened, 
by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer  

 The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 
was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of your Spirit, 
and lived as one of us. 
In this mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In him we see our God made visible 
and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
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 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
All God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
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All  Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 

Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with Mary, Joseph and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, 
And as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 

The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 

All God here among us, 
light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 

 

Agnus Dei 

 Lamb of God, 
All you take away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
 
 
Giving of Communion 

The president says the invitation to communion  

Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven. 

All   Lord, give us this bread always. 
 

The president and people receive communion.  
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Communion Hymns 

Anthem:   This is the truth sent from above 

 

The first Nowell the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep: 
 Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,  
 Born is the King of Israel. 

They lookèd up and saw a star, 
Shining in the east, beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light, 
And so it continued both day and night: 
 Refrain 

Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 
That hath made heaven and earth of naught, 
And with his blood mankind hath bought: 
 Refrain 

[Traditional] 

 

 

What Child is this, who, laid to rest 
 On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
 While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
 Whom shepherds worship and angels sing: 
Haste, haste, to bring him praise, 
 The Babe, the son of Mary. 
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Why lies he in such mean estate, 
 Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Come, have no, fear, God's son is here, 
 His love all loves exceeding: 
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
 The cross be borne for me, for you: 
Hail, hail the Saviour comes, 
 The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh, 
 All tongues and peoples own him,; 
The King of kings salvation brings, 
 Let every heart enthrone him: 
Raise, raise your song on high, 
 While Mary sings a lullaby. 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, 
 The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 (W. Chatterton Dix) 

 

 
 
Prayers after Communion 

Silence is kept after which the Post-Communion prayer is said. 

Eternal God, 
whose incarnate Son was given the Name of Saviour: 
grant that we who have shared 
 in this sacrament of our salvation 
may live out our years in the power 
 of the Name above all other names, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
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All Almighty God, 
 we thank you for feeding us 
 with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
 to be a living sacrifice. 
 Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
 to live and work to your praise and glory.    
 Amen. 

 

Notices.  
 
 

THE DISMISSAL 

Blessing 

Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one 
things earthly and heavenly, 
fill you with peace and goodwill 
and make you partakers of the divine nature; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen 
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Recessional Hymn 

Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th'angelic hosts proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem: 
 Hark! the herald angels sing 
 Glory to the new-born King. 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb! 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail th'incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel: 
 Hark! the herald angels sing 
 Glory to the new-born King. 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth: 
 Hark! the herald angels sing 
 Glory to the new-born King. 

 [Charles Wesley] 
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SERVICE TIMES  

Wednesday 4th January 11.00am 
with Mothers' Union 

Sunday 8th January 10.00am 
The Sunday service is livestreamed and can be viewed later our Facebook page 

Please remember in your prayers this week: 
THE SICK: 
Lizio Cassar 
Ros Clifton 
Joan Davies 
Vicky Hal 
Melvyn Jansen l 

Pat Kyle 
Pauline Milton 
Ray Nation 
Roy Stone 
Betty Vince 

Barbara Warne 
Lisa 
Nic 

If you would like a name added to the prayer list, please contact the Parish 
Office. 

THE RECENTLY DEPARTED: 
   

THOSE IN OUR MEMORIAL BOOK THIS WEEK 
 

James William Jelf 
Charles Vere Gray 
Clifford Johnson  
Pam Eva Gadd 
Samuel Winston 'Jim' Sloan 
Joan Mary Holliday 
Stanley Hardy 

Vera Davies 
Frances Mary Blood 
Helga Minna Helene Morris  
Rhoda Allport 
Dennis Charles Gadd 
Sidney Cash 

 
 

 

Please pray for our ALMA twin Parish, Holy Cross Murrupula 
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NOTICES 

The Parish Office is available by phone or email. Visitors by appointment only. 

Following the teaching of ‘Loving thy Neighbour’ - If you feel unwell, 
we ask that you do not attend so that we can maintain the health and 
safety of all who attend the services. 

Community Lunch 
Please note there will be no lunch this week. We resume on 11th 

January. 

If you are able to come forward and help, even once a month, please 
do liaise with Bobbie. 

Bible Study – every Wednesday  
Bible Study group meet in Church at 7.30pm. All welcome. 

We are starting to look at various Old Testament characters.  (Do you 

know who Achan was?) 

Ambling through Acts course –Thursday 5th January  
(7:30pm on the first Thursday of each month) 
Everyone is very welcome to attend. There will be refreshments at the 
end. We finish by saying Compline (Night Prayer) together round about 
9pm. I hope to see you there. Please bring a bible – ideally the NRSV, 
but any version will do. 

St. Hilda's Breakfast - Saturday 14th January at 9:30am 
Do come along and enjoy good food and fellowship. 

This month's guest speaker will be Fr. Joseph, who will be  sharing some 

reflections about his recent trip to Mozambique. 

Please book via the Parish Office or Ticket Tailor (link on the Church 
web site), so we know how many to cater for.  Suggested donation £5, 
payable on the day. 

PCC - Tuesday 17th January at 7pm 
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St Hilda’s News 
Please send items for the Newsletter to kmroach45@gmail.com 

Note that it makes the Editor's job much easier if you submit an item as 
a Word document rather than in the body of an e-mail.  

Parish administrator 
Our parish administrator is Laura Goodman; her hours of work are: 

Monday:  3-4pm  
Tuesday:  3-4pm 
Wednesday:  10-11am; 2-3pm 
Thursday:  3-4pm 
Friday:  3.30-6.30pm 

Note that any appointments in person must be booked. 

Food Bank Donations 
Please use the wooden chest at the rear of the Church to place any 
donations for the local food bank, such as tinned and dried goods and 
toiletries. 
The Food Bank is currently short of: 

Shower gel 
Shampoo 
Kitchen & bathroom spray cleaners 
J cloths 
Small packs of washing powder and capsules 
Toilet cleaner 
Kitchen rolls and toilet rolls 
and tinned vegetarian meals such as Macaroni cheese and 
Vegetarian curry 

 
  

mailto:kmroach45@gmail.com
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Contact Information 
Vicar  

Fr Joseph Fernandes    
vicar@sthilda.org                                    Parish Office 01784 253525   
Vicarage 01784 254237                           Mobile 07999 053433 
  
Licenced Lay Ministers 
Carolyn Clark      carolyn@sthilda.org 
Rosalyn Young    rosalyn@sthilda.org 
 
Churchwarden 
Bobbie Bedford 
 
PCC Secretary    PCC Treasurer 

Christopher Brown 
 
PA to Fr Joseph 
Mariane Tank         pa@sthilda.org   
 
Church Hall Bookings  
Chris Davenport                                                  01784 252170 

  

The Parish Office:   

St Hilda's Church, Stanwell Road, Ashford, Middlesex  

TW15 3QL 

Telephone: 01784 253525    Email: office@sthilda.org 

 

Website:   www.sthilda.org 

  

Charity Number: 1134119        CCLI: 708985 
 

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/ 

Follow us on Twitter https://twitter.com/StHildaAshford 

http://chris-rogers@btconnect.com/
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