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Palm Sunday marks the moment in the story of Jesus Christ when the journey of his 
ministry finally reaches Jerusalem. As Jesus entered the city, his way was marked by the 
laying of palm branches across his path as he rode on the back of the donkey – a sign of 

respect and honour fit for a king. Jesus was greeted like a celebrity! 
 

This moment also brings us to the start of the climax of events that culminate in Jesus’ 
eventual Passion and Death. 

 
 
 
 
 

This service is also referred to as 
 

The Commemoration of Our Lord’s Entry into Jerusalem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

THE GATHERING     
 

If you have a palm cross do hold it. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you. 

All     and also with you.       
    

Introduction 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been 
preparing by works 
of love and self-sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death and 
resurrection. 
Today we come together to begin this solemn celebration in union 
with the Church throughout the world. Christ enters his own city to 
complete his work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise again. 
Let us go with him in faith and love, so that, united with him in his 
sufferings we may share his risen life.  
 

The people hold up their palms while this prayer is said by the president. 
 

God our Saviour,  
whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer and to 
die; 
let these palms be for us signs of his victory 
and grant that we who bear them in his name  
may ever hail him as our King,  
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life;  
who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  now and for ever.  

All    Amen. 
 

 
 



  

The Palm Gospel – Mark 11: 1 - 11 

 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

All    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, 
near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, 
“Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you 
will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring 
it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The 
Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They went away 
and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were 
untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, 
untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the 
fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were 
shouting, 
“Hosanna! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
    Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he 
had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to 
Bethany with the twelve. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
All     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Let us go forth, praising Jesus our Messiah. 
 

The Collect 
 

Let us pray for a closer union with Christ in his suffering and in his 
glory. 



  

 
True and humble king, 
hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 
grant us the faith to know you and love you, 
that we may be found beside you 
on the way of the cross, 
which is the path of glory. 

All      Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading - Isaiah 50: 4-9a 
  

The servant of the LORD said: The Lord GOD has given me the tongue 
of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens – wakens my ear to listen as those 
who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not 
rebellious, I did not turn backwards. I gave my back to those who 
struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not 
hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; 
therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like 
flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me 
is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are 
my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps 
me; who will declare me guilty? All of them will wear out like a 
garment; the moth will eat them up. 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All     Thanks be to God. 
 

New Testament Reading - Philippians 2: 5-11 
 

Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 



  

    being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
    he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 

All     Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Passion Reading  - Mark 15: 1 - end 
 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Mark. 

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with 
the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led 
him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” Then the chief 
priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, “Have you 
no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus 
made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 

Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for 
whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the 
rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. So the 
crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his 
custom. Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you 



  

the King of the Jews?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that 
the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up 
the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke 
to them again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you 
call the King of the Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate 
asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the 
more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released 
Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be 
crucified. 

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the 
governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole 
cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting 
some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting 
him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They struck his head with a reed, spat 
upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they 
stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then 
they led him out to crucify him. 

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to 
carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and 
Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which 
means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with 
myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his 
clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 

It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The 
inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And 
with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his 
left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, 
“Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three 
days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!” In the same way 
the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among 
themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let 
the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so 
that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also 
taunted him. 



  

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in 
the afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, 
Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 
“Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge with 
sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, 
let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” Then Jesus gave 
a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood 
facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly 
this man was God’s Son!” 

There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of 
Joses, and Salome. These used to follow him and provided for him 
when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had 
come up with him to Jerusalem. 

When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that 
is, the day before the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected 
member of the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for 
the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus. Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning 
the centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some 
time. When he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he 
granted the body to Joseph. Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and 
taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a 
tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone 
against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 
of Joses saw where the body was laid. 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

For forgiveness for the many times we have denied Jesus,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

All     Lord, have mercy. 



  

For grace to seek out those habits of sin  
which mean spiritual death,  
and by prayer and self-discipline to overcome them,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

All     Lord, have mercy. 

For Christian people, that through the suffering of the present time  
there may grow a rich union in Christ,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

All     Lord, have mercy. 

For those who make laws, interpret them, and administer them,  
that our common life may be ordered in justice and mercy,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

All     Lord, have mercy. 

For those who have the courage and honesty  
to work openly for justice and peace,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

All     Lord, have mercy. 

For those in the darkness and experiencing the agony of isolation,  
that they may find support and encouragement,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

All     Lord, have mercy. 

For those who, weighed down with hardship due to the virus,  
failure, or sorrow,  
feel that God is far from them,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

All     Lord, have mercy. 

For those who are tempted to give up the way of the cross,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

All     Lord, have mercy. 

That we, with those who have died in faith due to the virus, 
may find mercy in the day of Christ,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

All     Lord, have mercy. 



  

Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal, 
have mercy upon us. 

 

The Peace 
 

Once we were far off, 
but now in union with Christ Jesus we have been brought near 
through the shedding of Christ’s blood, 
for he is our peace. 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All    and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Jesus, true vine and bread of life, 
ever giving yourself that the world might live, 
let us share your death and passion: 
make us perfect in your love. 

All     Glory to you, O God, for ever. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord be with you 
All     and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
All     We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All     It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right and just, 
our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 



  

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near 
the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty. 
The power of the life-giving cross 
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world 
and the triumph of Christ crucified. 
He is the victim who dies no more, 
the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever, 
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause, 
exalting us there to join with angels and archangels, 
for ever praising you and singing: 

 
All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
         heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
         Hosanna in the highest. 
         Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
         Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 



  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 

All    Christ has died: 
         Christ is risen: 
         Christ will come again. 

 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with The Blessed Virgin Mary, St Hilda, and all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

         Standing at the foot of the cross, and as our Saviour taught us, so we   
         pray: 
All    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
         come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day  
         our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 



  

         who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but 
         deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
         glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

The president breaks the consecrated bread.  
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All     Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one 
          bread. 
 

Agnus Dei 
 

We say. 
All     Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
           Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
           Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
 

 Giving of Communion 
 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
All     Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
          Father. 
 
           The people and president receive communion.  

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, 
and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: 
give us the mind to follow you 
and to proclaim you as Lord and King, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 



  

All     Faithful God, 
          may we who share this banquet 
          glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
          our salvation, life and hope, 
          who reigns as Lord now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Notices 
                      

Blessing 
 

Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for 
faith, a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven; and 
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All     Amen. 
Go in the peace of Christ. 

All     Thanks be to God. 
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SERVICE TIMES  
Wednesday 31st March – 9.45am 
Maundy Thursday 1st April – 7pm 

Good Friday 2nd April – 2pm 
Easter Vigil 3rd April – 10pm 
Easter Day 4th April 9.30am 

The Sunday and Easter services are livestreamed and can be viewed later 
our Facebook page 

 

Please remember in your prayers this week: 
 

THE SICK: 
 

James Bedford  Jane Johnson Sandra Swain 
Robb Clarke Pat Kyle Rev. Peter Taylor 
Rebecca Cohen Libby Mills Chick Wilson 
Ann Considine Raymond Nation Peter Wilson 
Michael Dixon June Prentice Jo Wood 
Jackie Forsbrey Elizabeth Savill-Burgess Erin 
Patsy Forsbrey Delphine Scrivener George 
Peter Garner Riley Shaw Izzy 
Eileen Gilbert Elsie Stone  
Jean Iddiols Roy Stone   

 

RECENTLY DEPARTED 
 

Michael Orchard Daphne Leader John Radford 
Peter Richardson Beryl Loveridge Jean Newrick 

 

THOSE IN OUR MEMORIAL BOOK THIS WEEK 
 

Robert John Hands Kathleen Mildred G Nunn Brian Sidney Pinfold 
Glyn Bickerdike Fred Veitch Thomas Charles McLennan 
Dorothy Hollister Doris Sims   Mary Straughan 
Iris Muriel Anne Hands Patricia Myrtle Oldfield Dora Winifred Swiney 
Nick Iona   

Please pray for those affected by the Corona Virus 



  

NOTICES 
 

The Parish Office is closed to visitors, we are still available by phone daily. 
 

Church Opening  
St Hilda’s is open for public worship services. Numbers will be limited to ensure social 

distancing and masks must be worn. Junior Church will not be returning at this time, 

however, children are very welcome in the main service in St Hilda’s. 
 

All tickets must be pre-booked to attend a service either via the links on our Facebook 

page and website or by contacting the parish office.  
 

Day of Service Booking Opens Booking Closes Livestream 

Sunday  Monday 9am Saturday midday Yes 

Wednesday  Thursday 9am Tuesday midday No 

 

Holy Land Pilgrimage – 15th – 24th March 2022 
A new date for the pilgrimage has been set, there is an information sheet available at 
the rear of the Church which gives further details of the pilgrimage and how to book.  
 

St Hilda’s News 
Please do send reflections, stories and others to Denise at the Parish Office. It can be a 
short piece, but the more variety we have the more interesting for everybody. The 
deadline for the week is midday Tuesday.  Due to illness, there has been no newsletter 
recently, however, we hope to have the next edition soon. 
 

Sunday Tea & Chat (11.15am)  
The tea and chat zoom code with be available on Facebook from 9am on Sunday.  
 
  



  

  



  

 
 

 
 

 

Booking for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil is 
now open and closes midday on the day before each service.  

ST HILDA’S CHURCH 
  

 
Palm Sunday 

9.30am  Parish Eucharist 
 

Maundy Thursday 

7pm  Eucharist 
 

Good Friday  

1pm Private Prayer 

2pm  Liturgy 

Easter Eve 

10pm  Easter Vigil 
 

Easter  Day 

9.30am  Parish Eucharist 

 

 

Attendance at all services must be pre-booked via our website sthilda.org, our Facebook page 
or by contacting the parish office 01784 253525 / office@sthilda.org 

 

All services are livestreamed. 



  

 

Contact Information 

 

Vicar  

Fr Joseph Fernandes    

vicar@sthilda.org                                    Parish Office 01784 253525   

Vicarage 01784 254237                           Mobile 07999 053433 
  

Licenced Lay Ministers 

Carolyn Clark      carolyn@sthilda.org 

Rosalyn Young    rosalyn@sthilda.org 
 

Churchwardens 

Bobbie Bedford 

Frances Forsbrey 
 

PCC Secretary                                                 PCC Treasurer 

Denise Buttigieg                                              Darran Buttigieg 
 

Parish Administrator 

Denise Buttigieg  
 

Church Hall Bookings  

Please contact the Parish Office 

  

The Parish Office:   

St Hilda's Church, Stanwell Road, Ashford, Middlesex  

TW15 3QL 

Telephone: 01784 253525    Email: office@sthilda.org 
 

Website:   www.sthilda.org 
  

Charity Number: 1134119        CCLI: 708985 
 

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/ 

Follow us on Twitter https://twitter.com/StHildaAshford 
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