
ST HILDA’S ASHFORD

EASTER DAY
10 AM 05 APRIL 2026

Prayer: For thine is the kingdom the power and 
the glory forever and ever

The Sunday service is livestreamed and can be viewed later our Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/live_videos
or see:   https://www.youtube.com/@sthildachurch8263  

https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/live_videos
https://www.youtube.com/@sthildachurch8263
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Welcome to St Hilda’s.  We are delighted that you are able to 
share in our morning worship today,

If you are new to the church please do take time to introduce 
yourself  to  the  people  at  the  back  of  the  church  and  to  the 
ministry team at the end of the service. We would be delighted 
to meet you.

If you are able please join us for tea or coffee after the service so 
we can get to know one another.

Should  you  need  any  help  during  the  service  please  do  not 
hesitate to  ask those around you and we are sure they will be 
able to support you.

There is a toddler's corner in the north aisle which young children 
are very welcome to use, and there activity sheets are available 
to occupy them.

Please indicate to the priest if you want a gluten free wafer 
during communion

We encourage parishioners to donate via PARISH GIVING:
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/
ashford-st-hilda-ashford/

St Hilda’s is a Registered Charity No. 1134119
CCLI License no. 708985

One License no. A-739460
Copyright Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashford-st-hilda-ashford/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashford-st-hilda-ashford/
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Happy Easter to you all!

Easter Day is when we remember that Jesus rose again from the 
dead and it is the most important day in our year. We have all 
journeyed through the dark and difficult Good Friday, and we 
now celebrate together as God’s promises to us come true.

Easter is a day all about new life, and so during this service we 
renew our Baptism Vows which were made in the past

Please take this booklet home with you so you have a 
record of the prayer requests and notices to use 

during the week
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THE GATHERING

Introit
Preludium from The Sound of Music

[Music: Richard Rodgers Lyrics: Oscar Hammerstein II]

Processional Hymn
Christ the Lord is risen again!
Christ hath broken every chain!
Hark, the angels shout for joy,
Singing evermore on high,   Alleluya!

He who gave for us his life,
Who for us endured the strife,
Is our Paschal Lamb today!
We too sing for joy, and say   Alleluya!

He who bore all pain and loss
Comfortless upon the Cross,
Lives in glory now on high,
Pleads for us, and hears our cry.   Alleluya!

He whose path no records tell,
Who descended into hell;
Who the strong man armed hath bound,
Now in highest heaven is crowned.   Alleluya!

Now he bids us tell abroad
How the lost may be restored,
How the penitent forgiven,
How we too may enter heaven.   Alleluya!

Thou, our Paschal Lamb indeed,
Christ, today thy people feed;
Take our sins and guilt away,
That we all may sing for ay,   Alleluya!

 [Michael Weisse, tr. Catherine Winkworth]
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The Greeting
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from 
the dead, we remember that through the paschal mystery we 
have died and been buried with him in baptism. To follow Christ 
means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. Therefore I 
ask:
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?

All I reject them.
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?

All I renounce them.
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and 
neighbour?

All I repent of them.
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.
At our baptism, God called us out of darkness into his 
marvellous light. Therefore, I ask:
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?

All I turn to Christ.
Do you submit to Christ as Lord?

All I submit to Christ.
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?

All I come to Christ.

The congregation is sprinkled with baptismal water
while the choir sing This joyful Eastertide
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Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest,

All and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father.
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One.
You alone are the Lord
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the Glory of God the Father.   Amen.

The Collect - The Collect is said after a moment of silence

Let us pray that we may reign with the risen Christ in glory.

Lord of all life and power,
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death
to make all things new in him:
grant that we, being dead to sin 
and alive to you in Jesus Christ,
may reign with him in glory;
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be praise and honour, glory and might,
now and in all eternity.   Amen
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

New Testament Reading – Philippians ch 2 vv 5–11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,
    did not regard equality with God
    as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
    taking the form of a slave,
    being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
    he humbled himself
    and became obedient to the point of death—
    even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him
    and gave him the name
    that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
    every knee should bend,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
    that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.

At the end the reader may say

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Hymn
The day of resurrection!

Earth, tell it out abroad;
The Passover of gladness,

The Passover of God!
From death to life eternal,

From earth unto the sky,
Our Christ hath brought us over

With hymns of victory.

Our hearts be pure from evil,
That we may see aright

The Lord in rays eternal
Of resurrection-light;

And, listening to his accents,
May hear so calm and plain

His own "All hail!" and, hearing,
May raise the victor strain.

Now let the heavens be joyful,
And earth her song begin,

The round world keep high triumph,
And all that is therein;

Let all things seen and unseen
Their notes of gladness blend,

For Christ the Lord hath risen
Our joy that hath no end.

[St. John of Damascus   tr. J. M. Neale]
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Gospel Reading – Matthew ch 28 vv 1 – 10, 16 – 20

Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, 
and the living one;
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.

All Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.

All Glory to you, O Lord.

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 
And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of 
the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do 
not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell 
his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed 
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” 
This is my message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly 
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly 
Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, 
took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.’

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they 
worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and 
said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 



10

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that 
I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise him all creatures here below,

Praise him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   Amen

[Thomas Ken]

The Sermon

Profession of Faith
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the 
Church.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
All I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
All I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.   Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

The Peace – We stand

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.
The peace of the risen Christ be always with you

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.  Alleluia.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.

Offertory Hymn
During this hymn a collection will be taken.  You can use the QR 
code on page 2, and on the back of the chairs, for online donations.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Hearts to heaven and voices raise;

Sing to God a hymn of gladness,
Sing to God a hymn of praise;

He, who on the Cross a victim
For the world's salvation bled,

Jesus Christ, the King of glory,
Now is risen from the dead.
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Christ is risen, Christ the first fruits
Of the holy harvest field,

Which will all its full abundance
At his second coming yield;

Then the golden ears of harvest
Will their heads before him wave,

Ripened by his glorious sunshine
From the furrows of the grave.

Christ is risen, we are risen!
Shed upon us heavenly grace,

Rain, and dew, and gleams of glory
From the brightness of thy face;

That we, Lord, with hearts in heaven,
Here on earth may fruitful be,

And by angel hands be gathered,
And be ever safe with thee.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Glory be to God on high;

To the Father, and the Saviour
Who has gained the victory;

Glory to the Holy Spirit,
Fount of love and sanctity:

Alleluia, alleluia!
To the Triune Majesty. [Christopher Wordsworth]

The table is prepared, and bread and wine are placed upon it.

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you,
which earth has given and human hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life.

All Blessed be God for ever.
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Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.
It will become for us the cup of salvation.

All Blessed be God for ever.

Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you

All and also with you
Lift up your hearts.

All We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

For he is your living Word;
through him you have created all things from the beginning,
and formed us in your own image.
Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin,
giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross;
you raised him from the dead
and exalted him to your right hand on high.
Through him you have sent upon us
your holy and life-giving Spirit,
and made us a people for your own possession.

And now we give you thanks
because through him you have given us eternal life
and delivered us from the bondage of sin 
and the fear of death
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into the glorious liberty of the children of God.
Therefore, with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
All God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;
Hosanna in the Highest.

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself
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made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension;
we look for the coming of your kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,
in songs of everlasting praise:

All Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours for ever and ever.   Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
as our Saviour taught us, 
in the language of our hearts we pray:

We say the Lord’s Prayer in our preferred language
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.   Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.

All Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei
Lamb of God,

All you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace.
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Giving of Communion
The president says the invitation to communion

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The president and people receive communion.

All confirmed Anglicans, as well as all baptized Christians who truly 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and are in a state of grace, are 
welcome to receive communion, provided they would normally do so in 
their own church. If you are not receiving communion today, you are 
warmly invited to come forward for a blessing; please indicate this by 
bringing your order of service with you.

Communion Hymns
Jesus Christ is risen today,  Alleluya!
Our triumphant holy day,  Alleluya!
Who did once upon the Cross,  Alleluya!
Suffer to redeem our loss.  Alleluya!

Hymns of praise then let us sing,  Alleluya!
Unto Christ, our heavenly King,  Alleluya!
Who endured the Cross and grave,  Alleluya!
Sinners to redeem and save.  Alleluya!

But the pains which he endured  Alleluya!
Our salvation have procured;  Alleluya!
Now above the sky he's King,  Alleluya!
Where the angels ever sing,  Alleluya!

[Lyra Davidica]

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been:

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
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In the grave they laid him, Love whom men had slain,
Thinking that never he would wake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain,
Quick from the dead, my risen Lord is seen:

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Thy touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts, that dead and bare have been:

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
[J. M. C. Crum 

© Words: 1928 Oxford University Press  Music: 1928 Oxford University Press]

Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our King:
To all the world glad news we bring:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
The Lord of life is risen for ay;
Bring flowers of song to strew his way;
Let all mankind rejoice and say:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise we in songs of victory
That Love, that Life, which cannot die,
And sing with hearts uplifted high:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thy name we bless, O risen Lord,
And sing today with one accord
The life laid down, the life restored:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
[Cyril Alington © Hymns Ancient and Modern, Ltd

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE 
#A-739460. All rights reserved.]
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Ye servants of God, your master proclaim,
And publish abroad his wonderful name:
The name all-victorious of Jesus extol:
His kingdom is glorious, and rules over all.

God ruleth on high, almighty to save;
And still he is nigh, his presence we have:
The great congregation his triumph shall sing,
Ascribing salvation to Jesus our King.

Salvation to God who sits on the throne!
Let all cry aloud, and honour the Son:
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,
Fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb.

Then let us adore, and give him his right:
All glory and power, all wisdom and might,
All honour and blessing, with angels above,
And thanks never-ceasing, and infinite love.

[Charles Wesley]

Prayers after Communion
Silence is kept after which the post-Communion collect is said.

God of Life,
who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son
to the death of the cross,
and by his glorious resurrection
have delivered us from the power of our enemy:
grant us so to die daily to sin,
that we may evermore live with him
in the joy of his risen life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.
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All Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory.   Amen.

   Notices - see page 23 .

THE DISMISSAL
St. Hilda’s prayer

All May I be equal to your hope of me. 
If I am weak, I ask that you send only what I can bear.
If I am strong, may I shrink from no testing 
that shall yield increase of strength 
or win security for my spirit.
I trust in thee, O Lord. 
I say, ‘Thou art my God.’ 
My times are in thy hand. 
Amen

The Hallelujah Chorus [Georg Friedrich Handel]
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Blessing
The God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.   Amen.

Go in the light and peace of Christ.
All Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Recessional Hymn
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
Endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won;
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
Kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
Endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,
For her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting:

Refrain

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life;
Life is nought without thee: aid us in our strife ,
Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love;
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above:

Refrain [Edmund Budry   tr. Richard Hoyle]

Please join us for tea or coffee after the service
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Please remember in your prayers this week:                 :

THOSE FOR WHOM OUR PRAYERS HAVE BEEN ASKED:  
Emma Bennet, Ben Bishop, Stan Bishop, Wendy Butt, Brenda Charlton, 
Tony Charlton  Tony Diggins, Robert Dobbie, Sheila Freeman, Gemma 
Hart, Kevin Harwood, John Hunt, Lorna Jackson, Carole Kelly, Julia 
Kirkby, Pat Kitto, Pat Kyle, Ray Nation, John Parish, Massimo Pellizzari, 
Rev Chris Rogers, Annette Scott, Elsie Stone, Christine Taylor, Claire 
West, Jeremy Weston, Delia Woodley, Abby, Ben, Christine, Darren, 
Eva, Fiona, Peter, Ramin
If you know of someone who can be removed from this list, please tell 
Rosemary or email  communication@sthilda.org

THE RECENTLY DEPARTED:  
Sheila Simon, Frank Staples, Barbara Carpenter, Ian Bush, Rev 
Elizabeth Greenwood, June Prentice

THOSE IN OUR MEMORIAL BOOK THIS WEEK:  
Doris May Hedges, Barabara Smith, Patricia Johanna Forsbrey, Hilda 
Donnachie, Lucy Webb, May Davidson , Joan Cooke, Frederick John 
Rickson, Jean Cockings, Patricia June Shelley, Delphine Scrivener, 
Herbert Chandler, Alan Charles Fuller

THOSE PREPARING FOR CONFIRMATION:  
Elizabeth, Gabriel, Nima, Malachi, Charlotte, Jenny, Teddy, Oliver, 
Farhad, Khadijeh, Ben, Adam

Pray for our ALMA twin Parish, Holy Cross Murrupula, 
and for Fr. Domingos and his family 

also for Christians facing persecution in countries such as North Korea, 
Somalia, Libya, Eritrea, Yemen, Iran and Nigeria.

for more details see   https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
Pray for the areas of the world where there is conflict, including:
the Middle East including Gaza, the West Bank, Israel and Iran;

India and Pakistan; Ukraine and Russia; Sudan; Myanmar.

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
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SERVICE TIMES next week
Wednesday 8th April 11.00am

Sunday 12th April 10am

NOTICES
The deadline for items for the Service Sheet is noon on Thursday.
Send to communication@sthilda.org

Bible Study Group – will not meet on 6th April. On Monday 13th at 
7.30pm in the Hawley Room we will plan what to look at next.
New members and new ideas welcome!   For more information speak 
to Rosemary Greenwood or Chris Maddock.

Community Lunch in church - Wednesday at 12 noon

Confirmation Classes next meetings:
Youth Group (in person)  15th April, 29th April
Senior Group (on-line)   22nd April, 6th May
The Confirmation Service will be on Sunday 17th  May 2026

Parish Breakfast – Saturday 11  th   April at 9.30am  
Derek Scott will be the speaker. Do join us!
There is a sign-up form at the back of church.

Electoral Roll: If you are not on the Electoral Roll of St. Hilda’s and 
would like to be, please fill in a form available at the back of church 
and give it to Jane Dobbie by 11th April.

APCM- Sunday 26th April at 11am 
Nomination forms are available in church for those who would like to 
stand as Churchwarden or a member of the PCC. 

Feed My Sheep- Tuesday 21st April at 2.30pm
In the Small Hall. The topic will be Elijah and Elisha
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Contact Information
Vicar
Fr. Julius Anozie vicar@sthilda.org

+447359 876498
Lay Minister
Rosalyn Young rosalyn@sthilda.org

Churchwardens
Alison Garner Stuart Young

Email: warden@sthilda.org

PCC Secretary PCC Treasurer
Tyler Pannone Khadijeh
Email: secretary@sthilda.org treasurer@sthilda.org

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Nick Gething safeguarding@sthilda.org

Church Hall Bookings
Chris Davenport 01784 252170

The Parish Office:
St Hilda's Church, Stanwell Road, Ashford, Middlesex TW15 3QL

Telephone: 01784 253525    Email: office@sthilda.org
Office hours are: Monday by appointment only

Tue: 9am-6pm, Wed: 12 noon-4:00pm,   Thur: 9am-6pm

Notices etc.    Email: communcation@sthilda.org

Website:   www.sthilda.org

Charity Number: 1134119        CCLI: 708985

Follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/

Follow us on X https://twitter.com/StHildaAshford
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https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/
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