
ST HILDA’S ASHFORD

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

PASSION SUNDAY
10AM 22 MARCH 2026

The Sunday service is livestreamed and can be viewed later our Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/live_videos
or see:   https://www.youtube.com/@sthildachurch8263  

https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/live_videos
https://www.youtube.com/@sthildachurch8263
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Welcome to St Hilda’s.   We are delighted that you are able to 
share in our morning worship today,

If  you are new to the church please do take time to introduce 
yourself  to  the  people  at  the  back  of  the  church  and  to  the 
ministry team at the end of the service. We would be delighted to 
meet you.

If you are able please join us for tea or coffee after the service so 
we can get to know one another.

Should  you  need  any  help  during  the  service  please  do  not 
hesitate to  ask those around you and we are sure they will be 
able to support you.

There is a toddler's corner in the north aisle which young children 
are very welcome to use, and there activity sheets are available to 
occupy them.

Please indicate to the priest if you want a gluten free wafer during 
communion

We encourage parishioners to donate via PARISH GIVING:
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashford-st-
hilda-ashford/

St Hilda’s is a Registered Charity No. 1134119
CCLI License no. 708985

One License no. A-739460
Copyright Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashford-st-hilda-ashford/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashford-st-hilda-ashford/
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THE GATHERING

Introit Hymn
I heard the voice of Jesus say,

'Come unto me and rest;
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 

Thy head upon my breast.'
I came to Jesus as I was, 

Weary and worn and sad;
I found in him a resting place,

And he has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say,'
Behold, I freely give

The living water, thirsty one;
Stoop down, and drink, and live.'

I came to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life giving stream;

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
'I am this dark world's Light;

Look unto me, thy morn shall rise,
And all thy day be bright.'

I looked to Jesus, and I found 
In him my Star, my Sun;

And in that light of life I'll walk,
Till travelling days are done.

[Horatius Bonar  © Music: Oxford University Press ]

The Greeting
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen
The Lord be with you

All and also with you.
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Words of welcome are said. We pray with Junior Church.

Prayer of Preparation
All Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Prayers of Penitence
When the Lord comes, 
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore, in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us, forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. 
Amen.
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Kyrie Eleison
Kyrie eleison
Kyrie eleison
Christe eleison
Christe eleison
Kyrie eleison
Kyrie eleison

Absolution

Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen

The Collect
The Collect for the Week is said after a moment of silence

Gracious Father,
you gave up your Son
out of love for the world:
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
that we may know eternal peace
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Old Testament Reading
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New Testament Reading - Romans 5:1–11

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and 
we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not 
only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died 
for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love 
for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by 
his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of 
God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God through the death of his Son, much more surely, 
having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But 
more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation.

At the end the reader may say
This is the word of the Lord.

All Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Hymn:

In the cross of Christ I glory,
Towering o'er the wrecks of time;

All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime.

When the woes of life o'ertake me,
Hopes deceive and fears annoy,

Never shall the cross forsake me:
Lo it glows with peace and joy.

When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way,

From the cross the radiance streaming
Adds more lustre to the day.

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
By the cross are sanctified;

Peace is there that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide.

[John Bowring]

Gospel Reading - Matthew 18:21–35

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
The Lord is a great God, 
O that today you would listen to his voice. 
Harden not your hearts.

All Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
All Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of 
the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As 
many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, 
but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
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‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he 
began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered 
him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his 
knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that 
slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who 
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he 
said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison 
until he should pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what 
had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went 
and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his 
lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had 
mercy on you?” And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my heavenly 
Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother or sister from your heart.’
After the reading: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Taizé chant:   Miserere mei Domine, miserere me

The Sermon – All sit
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The Creed
Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.   Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
We pray to the Lord for courage to give ourselves to him 
this Lent.

The prayers end with the following:

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
The Peace – All stand

Since we are justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has given us access to his grace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.

Offertory Hymn
During this hymn a collection will be taken.  You can use the QR 
code on page 3, and on the back of the chairs, for online donations.

There's a wideness in God's mercy,
Like the wideness of the sea;

There's a kindness in his justice,
Which is more than liberty.

There is no place where earth's sorrows
Are more felt than up in heaven;

There is no place where earth's failings
Have such kindly judgment given.
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For the love of God is broader
Than the measure of man's mind;

And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.

But we make his love too narrow
By false limits of our own;

And we magnify his strictness
With a zeal he will not own.

There is plentiful redemption
In the blood that has been shed;

There is joy for all the members
In the sorrows of the Head.

There is grace enough for thousands
Of new worlds as great as this;

There is room for fresh creations
In that upper home of bliss.

If our love were but more simple,
We should take him at his word;

And our lives would be all gladness
In the joy of Christ our Lord.

[F. W. Faber
Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission

under ONE LICENSE #A-739460. All rights reserved.]

The table is prepared, and bread and wine are placed upon it.

God of life, saviour of the poor,
receive with this offering
gratitude for your goodness, penitence for our pride
and dedication to your service
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord be with you
All and also with you

Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

Father, we give you thanks and praise
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word,
through whom you have created all things;
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour.
By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh;
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin,
he lived on earth and went about among us;
he opened wide his arms for us on the cross;
he put an end to death by dying for us;
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life;
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people.
For in these forty days
you lead us into the desert of repentance
that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline
we may grow in grace
and learn to be your people once again.
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service
you bring us back to your generous heart.
Through study of your holy word
you open our eyes to your presence in the world
and free our hands to welcome others
into the radiant splendour of your love.
As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast
with joyful hearts and minds we bless you for your mercy
and join with saints and angels for ever praising you and 
singing:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,
All God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith :
All Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
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As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of Hilda and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever. 

All Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Standing at the foot of the cross, as our Saviour taught us, 
in the language of our hearts we pray:
We say the Lord’s Prayer in our preferred language

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
All Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei

Jesus, Lamb of God
All have mercy upon us.
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Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy upon us.

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us peace

Giving of Communion
The president says the invitation to communion 

Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.

All We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord 
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.
Amen.

The president and people receive communion. 
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All confirmed Anglicans, as well as all baptized Christians who truly 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and are in a state of grace, are welcome 
to receive communion, provided they would normally do so in their own 
church. If you are not receiving communion today, you are warmly 
invited to come forward for a blessing; please indicate this by bringing 
your order of service with you.

Communion Hymns
Anthem:  Call to remembrance, O Lord [Richard Farrant]

‘Forgive our sins as we forgive’
You taught us, Lord, to pray;

But you alone can grant us grace
To live the words we say.

How can your pardon reach and bless
The unforgiving heart

That broods on wrongs, and will not let
Old bitterness depart?

In blazing light your Cross reveals
The truth we dimly knew,

How small the debts men owe to us,
How great our debt to you.

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls,
And bid resentment cease;

Then, reconciled to God and man,
Our lives will spread your peace.

[Rosamond Herklots   © 1969 Oxford University Press]

My faith looks up to thee,
Thou Lamb of Calvary,

Saviour divine!
Now hear me while I pray,
Take all my guilt away,
O let me from this day be wholly thine.
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May thy rich grace impart
Strength to my fainting heart,

My zeal inspire;
As thou hast died for me,
O may my love to thee
Pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire.

While life's dark maze I tread,
And griefs around me spread,

Be thou my guide;
Bid darkness turn to day,
Wipe sorrow's tears away,
Nor let me ever stray from thee aside.

When ends life's transient dream,
When death's cold sullen stream

Shall o'er me roll,
Blest Saviour, then in love
Fear and distrust remove;
O bear me safe above, a ransomed soul.

[Ray Palmer]

Prayers after Communion
Silence is kept after which the post-Communion collect is said.

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us
that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters
we do also for you:
give us the will to be the servant of others
as you were the servant of all,
and gave up your life and died for us,
but are alive and reign, now and for ever. 

All Amen.
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All Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

   Notices - see pages 21 - 23s.s.

THE DISMISSAL
St. Hilda’s prayer

All May I be equal to your hope of me. 
If I am weak, I ask that you send only what I can bear.
If I am strong, may I shrink from no testing 
that shall yield increase of strength 
or win security for my spirit.
I trust in thee, O Lord. 
I say, ‘Thou art my God.’ 
My times are in thy hand. 
Amen
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Blessing

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ
All Thanks be to God.

Recessional Hymn
Lead us heavenly Father, lead us

O'er the world's tempestuous sea;
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,

For we have no help but thee;
Yet possessing every blessing

If our God our Father be.

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us,
All our weakness thou dost know;

Thou didst tread this earth before us,
Thou didst feel its keenest woe;

Self denying, death defying,
Thou to Calvary didst go.

Spirit of our God, descending
Fill our hearts with heavenly joy;

Love with every passion blending, 
Pleasure that can never cloy;

Thus provided, pardoned, guided,
Nothing can our peace destroy. [James Edmeston]

Please join us for tea or coffee after the service
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Please remember in your prayers this week:                 :

THOSE FOR WHOM OUR PRAYERS HAVE BEEN ASKED:  
Emma Bennet, Ben Bishop, Stan Bishop, Wendy Butt, Brenda Charlton, 
Tony Charlton  Tony Diggins, Robert Dobbie, Sheila Freeman, Gemma 
Hart, Kevin Harwood, John Hunt, Lorna Jackson, Carole Kelly, Pat Kitto, 
Pat Kyle, Ray Nation, John Parish, Massimo Pellizzari, Rev Chris Rogers, 
Marion Scholar, Annette Scott, Elsie Stone, Christine Taylor, Claire 
West, Jeremy Weston, Delia Woodley, Abby, Ben, Christine, Darren, 
Eva, Fiona, Peter, Ramin
If you know of someone who can be removed from this list, please tell 
Rosemary or email  communication@sthilda.org

THE RECENTLY DEPARTED:  
Frank Staples, Barbara Carpenter, Ian Bush, Right Rev. Andrew Watson, 
Rev Elizabeth Greenwood, June Prentice, Irene (Chick) Wilson

THOSE IN OUR MEMORIAL BOOK THIS WEEK:  
Terence Elbrow, Gordon Thurlow James Pritchard, Michael Alan Young, 
James William Shoulder, Edward William Davies, Robert John Hands,  
Kathleen Mildred Grace Nunn, Brian Sidney Pinfold 

THOSE PREPARING FOR BAPTISM OR CONFIRMATION:  
Elizabeth, Gabriel, Nima, Malachi, Charlotte, Jenny, Teddy, Oliver, 
Farhad, Khadijeh, Ben, Adam

Pray for our ALMA twin Parish, Holy Cross Murrupula, 
and for Fr. Domingos and his family 

also for Christians facing persecution in countries such as North Korea, 
Somalia, Libya, Eritrea, Yemen, Iran and Nigeria.

for more details see   https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
Pray for the areas of the world where there is conflict, including:
the Middle East including Gaza, the West Bank, Israel and Iran;

India and Pakistan; Ukraine and Russia; Sudan; Myanmar.

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
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SERVICE TIMES next week
Wednesday 25th March 11.00am 

Palm Sunday 29th March 10am
*** The Palm Sunday procession will start from the Bronzefield 

Car Park at 9.45am and process to church ***

NOTICES
The deadline for items for the Service Sheet is noon on Thursday.
Send to communication@sthilda.org

Church Spring Cleaning is in progress. Listen for further notices, and 
see sheets at back of church for what needs to be done.  All volunteers 
welcome!

Lent Bible Study Groups
Monday at 7.30pm in the Hawley Room in the church hall.
Tuesdays at 7pm in the Vicarage.
The playlist for the accompanying videos is at: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLrlg28YebzIfrCM4eKNtgG11jV71uRc1G 

Community Lunch in church - Wednesday at 12 noon

Feed My Sheep- Tuesday 24th March at 2.30pm
In the Small Hall. This will be a ‘Pick and mix’ session.

PCC Meeting – Tuesday 24  th   March at 7 for 7.30pm  

Confirmation Classes next meetings:
Youth Group (in person)  15th April, 29th April
Senior Group (on-line)  25th March, 22nd April
The Confirmation Service will be on Sunday 17th  May 2026

Parish Breakfast – Saturday 11  th   April at 9.30am  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrlg28YebzIfrCM4eKNtgG11jV71uRc1G
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrlg28YebzIfrCM4eKNtgG11jV71uRc1G
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Electoral Roll: If you are not on the Electoral Roll of St. Hilda’s and 
would like to be, please fill in a form available at the back of church and 
give it to Jane Dobbie by 11th of April.

Easter Lilies: if you would like to donate one or more lilies in memory of 
a loved one to decorate the church for Easter please take and complete 
a form (available in church) and give it with the money to a 
Churchwarden by next Sunday (Palm Sunday).

Garden of Repose
Following on the success of the Garden of Repose which was created in 
the Lady Chapel last Easter, we would like to do this again this year. If 
possible we would like to make it even better than last year, but we 
cannot do it without the help of the St Hilda’s family. Donations of 
spring flowering plants or small planted up pots/ troughs would be 
wonderful and will be returned to the donor to enjoy in their own 
garden or replanted in the church grounds after Easter. 
If you would like to help in any way at all, please speak to Pauline 
Milton.

Parish Administrator
There are a lot of administrative jobs to be done for St. Hilda’s, but we 
currently cannot afford to employ someone to do them so the 
Churchwardens, Vicar and PCC are picking them up. There are copies of 
the job description at the back of church.  Please consider whether you 
can spare a bit of time each week to do part of the job.

Food Bank Donations
The Salvation Army thank us for our food donations.
They remind us that they have more than enough Baked Beans, Pasta, 
and hand sanitiser, so please do not donate these!
Donations of food well within its Use By or Best Before date can be 
placed in the wooden chest at the back of church.
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Contact Information
Vicar
Fr. Julius Anozie vicar@sthilda.org

+447359 876498

Lay Minister
Rosalyn Young rosalyn@sthilda.org

Churchwardens
Alison Garner Stuart Young

Email: warden@sthilda.org

PCC Secretary PCC Treasurer
Tyler Pannone Khadijeh
Email: secretary@sthilda.org treasurer@sthilda.org

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Nick Gething safeguarding@sthilda.org

Church Hall Bookings
Chris Davenport 01784 252170

The Parish Office:
St Hilda's Church, Stanwell Road, Ashford, Middlesex TW15 3QL

Telephone: 01784 253525    Email: office@sthilda.org
Office hours are: Monday by appointment only

Tue: 9am-6pm, Wed: 12 noon-4:00pm,   Thur: 9am-6pm

Notices etc.    Email: communcation@sthilda.org

Website:   www.sthilda.org

Charity Number: 1134119        CCLI: 708985

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/
Follow us on X https://twitter.com/StHildaAshford

https://twitter.com/StHildaAshford
https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/
http://www.sthilda.org/
mailto:rosalyn@sthilda.org
mailto:rosalyn@sthilda.org
mailto:rosalyn@sthilda.org
mailto:office@sthilda.org
mailto:treasurer@sthilda.org

	All accept these prayers
	for the sake of your Son
	our Saviour Jesus Christ.
	Amen.

