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VISION DECLARATION DAY

10AM 31 MAY 2026

The Sunday service is livestreamed and can be viewed later our Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/live_videos
or see:   https://www.youtube.com/@sthildachurch8263  

https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/live_videos
https://www.youtube.com/@sthildachurch8263
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Welcome to St Hilda’s.   We are delighted that you are able to 
share in our morning worship today,

If  you are new to the church please do take time to introduce 
yourself  to  the  people  at  the  back  of  the  church  and  to  the 
ministry team at the end of the service. We would be delighted to 
meet you.

If you are able please join us for tea or coffee after the service so 
we can get to know one another.

Should  you  need  any  help  during  the  service  please  do  not 
hesitate to  ask those around you and we are sure they will be 
able to support you.

There is a children's corner in the north aisle which children are 
very welcome to use, and there activity sheets are available to 
occupy them.

Please indicate to the priest if you want a gluten free wafer during 
communion

We encourage parishioners to donate via PARISH GIVING:
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashford-st-
hilda-ashford/

St Hilda’s is a Registered Charity No. 1134119
CCLI License no. 708985

One License no. A-739460
Copyright Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England

https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashford-st-hilda-ashford/
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/ashford-st-hilda-ashford/
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THE GATHERING

Introit Hymn
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee;
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!

God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
Which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide thee,
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,

Only thou art holy, there is none beside thee
Perfect in power, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name, 

in earth, and sky, and sea;
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!

God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity!
[Reginald Heber]

The Greeting
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen

Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you

All and also with you.
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Words of welcome are said.

Prayer of Preparation
All Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of Penitence
God the Father forgives us in Christ 

and heals us by the Holy Spirit.
Let us therefore put away all anger and bitterness,

all slander and malice,
and confess our sins to God our redeemer..

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us, forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.   Amen.
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Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest,

All and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
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The Collect - The Collect for the Week is said after a moment of silence
Holy God,
faithful and unchanging:
enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth,
and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love,
that we may truly worship you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading – Isaiah ch 40 vv 12-17, 27-31

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand
    and marked off the heavens with a span,
enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure,
    and weighed the mountains in scales
    and the hills in a balance?
Who has directed the spirit of the Lord,
    or as his counsellor has instructed him?
Whom did he consult for his enlightenment,
    and who taught him the path of justice?
Who taught him knowledge,
    and showed him the way of understanding?
Even the nations are like a drop from a bucket,
    and are accounted as dust on the scales;
    see, he takes up the isles like fine dust.
Lebanon would not provide fuel enough,
    nor are its animals enough for a burnt-offering.
All the nations are as nothing before him;
    they are accounted by him as less than nothing and 
emptiness.
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Why do you say, O Jacob,
    and speak, O Israel,
‘My way is hidden from the Lord,
    and my right is disregarded by my God’?
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
    the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
    his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint,
    and strengthens the powerless.
Even youths will faint and be weary,
    and the young will fall exhausted;
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
    they shall walk and not faint.

At the end the reader may say

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading – 2 Corinthians ch 13 vv 11-end

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, 
listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; 
and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

At the end the reader may say

This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Hymn
All hail, adorèd Trinity;
All hail, eternal Unity;
O God the Father, God the Son,
And God the Spirit, ever One.

Three persons praise we evermore,
One only God our hearts adore;
In thy sure mercy, ever kind,
May we our strong protection find.

O Trinity, O Unity,
Be present as we worship thee;
And with the songs that angels sing
Unite the hymns of praise we bring.

[Latin c 10th century  tr. John Chambers]

Gospel Reading – Matthew 28:16-end
Alleluia, Alleluia.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, 
the Almighty.

All Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.

All Glory to you, O Lord.

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 
to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they 
worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and 
said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
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everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of the age.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me.

Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all who love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.

[from St. Patrick's Breastplate   tr. Mrs. C. F. Alexander]

The Sermon – All sit

The Creed
Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ,
let us pray to the Father 

The prayers end with the following:

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

The Peace – All stand

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father.
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace.
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver.
The peace of the triune God be always with you.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.

Offertory Hymn
During this hymn a collection will be taken.  You can use the QR 
code on page 2, and on the back of the chairs, for online donations.

Thou whose almighty word
Chaos and darkness heard,

And took their flight;
Hear us, we humbly pray,
And, where the gospel day
Sheds not its glorious ray

Let there be light.

Thou who didst come to bring
On thy redeeming wing

Healing and sight,
Health to the sick in mind,
Sight to the inly blind,
O now to all mankind

Let there be light.
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Spirit of truth and love,
Life giving, holy Dove,

Speed forth thy flight;
Move o'er the waters' face
Bearing the lamp of grace,
And in earth's darkest place

Let there be light.

Blessèd and holy Three,
Glorious Trinity,

Wisdom, Love, Might,
Boundless as ocean's tide,
Rolling in fullest pride,
Through the world far and wide,

Let there be light. [John Marriott]

The table is prepared, and bread and wine are placed upon it.

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

All All things come from you,
and of your own do we give you.

Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you

All and also with you

Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
For with your only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit
you are one God, one Lord.
All that you reveal of your glory,
the same we believe of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, without any difference or inequality.
We, your holy Church, acclaim you,
Father of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
Three Persons we adore,
one in being and equal in majesty.
And so with angels and archangels,
with cherubim and seraphim,
we sing for ever of your glory:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
All God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
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Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one cup,
so that we, in the company of Hilda and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.   Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Awaiting his coming in glory, 
as our Saviour taught us, 
in the language of our hearts we pray:

We say the Lord’s Prayer in our preferred language

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.

All Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei
 Lamb of God,
All you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.
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Giving of Communion
The president says the invitation to communion 

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

The president and people receive communion. 

All confirmed Anglicans, as well as all baptized Christians who truly 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and are in a state of grace, are welcome 
to receive communion, provided they would normally do so in their own 
church. If you are not receiving communion today, you are warmly 
invited to come forward for a blessing; please indicate this by bringing 
your order of service with you.

Communion Hymns
Christ is the world’s true Light, its Captain of salvation,
The Daystar shining bright to every man and nation;
New life, new hope awakes, where’er men own his sway:
Freedom her bondage breaks, and night is turned to day.

In Christ all races meet, their ancient feuds forgetting,
The whole round world complete, from sunrise to its setting:
When Christ is throned as Lord, men shall forsake their fear,
To ploughshare bear the sword, to pruning-hook the spear.

One Lord, in one great name unite us all who own thee;
Cast out our pride and shame that hinder to enthrone thee;
The world has waited long, has travailed long in pain;
To heal its ancient wrong, come, Prince of Peace, and reign.

[G. W. Briggs; words©  Oxford University Press]
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Father of heaven, whose love profound
A ransom for our souls has found,
Before thy throne we sinners bend:
To us thy pardoning love extend.

Almighty Son, incarnate Word,
Our Prophet, Priest, Redeemer, Lord,
Before thy throne we sinners bend:
To us thy saving grace extend.

Eternal Spirit, by whose breath
The soul is raised from sin and death,
Before thy throne we sinners bend:
To us thy quickening power extend.

Thrice Holy! Father, Spirit, Son,
Mysterious Godhead, Three in One,
Before thy throne we sinners bend:
Grace, pardon, life to us extend [Edward Cooper]

May the grace of Christ our Saviour,
And the Father's boundless love,

With the Holy Spirit's favour,
Rest upon us from above.

Thus may we abide in union
With each other and the Lord,

And possess in sweet communion,
Joys which earth cannot afford.

To the God whose wisdom made us,
To the Son who set us free,

To the sanctifying Spirit,
Glory, endless glory, be!

[John Newton
Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE 

#A-739460. All rights reserved.]
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Prayers after Communion
Silence is kept after which the post-Communion prayer is said.

Almighty and eternal God,
you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
and live and reign in the perfect unity of love:
hold us firm in this faith,
that we may know you in all your ways
and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory,
who are three Persons yet one God,
now and for ever.

All Amen.

All Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.   Amen.

   Notices - see page 23s.s.

THE DISMISSAL

Commissioning Liturgy for the Mission Action Plan
Leader: Brothers and sisters in Christ, today we give thanks for 

God's faithfulness and commend to God this Mission 
Action Plan: our shared commitment to proclaim Christ, 
build welcome, and engage with our community in love 
and service. We remember our calling:
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All: To be a Christ-centred community, 
deepening authentic worship, 
welcoming all people, 
and serving our parish with joy and hope.

Leader: God calls us to be faithful witnesses: 
to deepen worship and prayer, 
to strengthen discipleship, 
to care for the isolated and vulnerable, 
to nurture children and young people,
to grow across cultures and generations, 
and to serve our community in Christ's name.

Will you seek God's guidance in prayer and worship?
People: With the help of God, we will.

Leader: Will you proclaim Christ in word and deed?
People: With the help of God, we will.

Leader: Will you welcome people of every age, background, and 
culture, seeking to reflect God's kingdom among us?

People: With the help of God, we will.

Leader: Will you encourage one another in discipleship, 
generosity, service, and mission?

People: With the help of God, we will.

Leader: Will you work together so that this church may flourish 
as a place of faith, hope, and love?

People: With the help of God, we will.

Leader: Let us pray.

Faithful God, you have called your Church 
to be the Body of Christ in the world. 
Bless this Mission Action Plan. 
Where we are uncertain, give wisdom. 
Where we are weary, give strength. 
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Where we are fearful, give courage. 
Where we see barriers, create new possibilities. 
Deepen our worship. Strengthen our discipleship. 
Open our hearts to children and young people,
 to those who are lonely or overlooked, 
to neighbours near and far. 
Make us a community of welcome, 
intercultural and intergenerational, 
growing together in faith, serving together in love, 
and bearing witness to Jesus Christ. 
Guide those who lead. 
Encourage those who serve. 
Inspire those who dream new dreams. 
May this plan not simply be words on paper, 
but a living expression of your mission among us. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

The Mission Action Plan may be held up or placed on the altar.

Leader: People of God, will you support and encourage one 
another as together we seek God's future for this parish?

People: With the help of God, we will.

Leader: Go then in peace, to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.

Blessing
God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love,
defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. 

All: Amen.
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Recessional Hymn
Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go,

My daily labour to pursue;
Thee, only thee, resolved to know,

In all I think or speak or do.

The task thy wisdom hath assigned
O let me cheerfully fulfil;

In all my works thy presence find,
And prove thy good and perfect will.

Preserve me from my calling's snare,
And hide my simple heart above,

Above the thorns of choking care,
The gilded baits of worldly love.

Thee may I set at my right hand,
Whose eyes my inmost substance see,

And labour on at thy command,
And offer all my works to thee.

Give me to bear thy easy yoke,
And every moment watch and pray,

And still to things eternal look,
And hasten to thy glorious day;

For thee delightfully employ
Whate'er thy bounteous grace hath given,

And run my course with even joy,
And closely walk with thee to heaven. [Charles Wesley]

Please join us for tea or coffee after the service

Please take this booklet home with you so you have a record 
of the prayer requests and notices to use during the week
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Please remember in your prayers this week:                 :

THOSE FOR WHOM OUR PRAYERS HAVE BEEN ASKED:  
Emma Aldridge, Terri Aldridge, Emma Bennet, Ben Bishop, Stan Bishop, 
Brenda Charlton, Tony Charlton  Tony Diggins, Robert Dobbie, Sheila 
Freeman, Gemma Hart, John Hunt, Lorna Jackson, Carole Kelly, Julia 
Kirkby, Pat Kitto, Pat Kyle, Ray Nation, Massimo Pellizzari, Rev Chris 
Rogers, Annette Scott, Elsie Stone, Christine Taylor, Barbara Warne, 
Claire West, Jeremy Weston, Delia Woodley, Abby, Ben, Christine, 
Darren, Eva, Fiona, Gilley and Simone, Peter, Ramin, Rose
If you know of someone who can be removed from this list, please tell 
Rosemary or email  communication@sthilda.org

THE RECENTLY DEPARTED:  
John Parish, Joanne Mary Busby, Chris Thomas, Phyllis Amy Goldsmith

THOSE IN OUR MEMORIAL BOOK THIS WEEK:  
Thomas Andrew Garner, Lilian Ethel Monks, Jean Gallagher, Reginald 
Geoffrey Stevens,  Susan Anne Whittle, Alan Tunstall, Walter Ratcliffe, 
Gerald Ernest Forsbrey 

THOSE RECENTLY CONFIRMED:  
Elizabeth, Gabriel, Nima, Malachi, Charlotte, Jenny, Teddy, Oliver, 
Farhad, Khadijeh, Ben, Adam

Pray for our ALMA twin Parish, Holy Cross Murrupula, 
and for Fr. Domingos and his family 

also for Christians facing persecution in countries such as North Korea, 
Somalia, Libya, Eritrea, Yemen, Iran and Nigeria.

for more details see   https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
Pray for the areas of the world where there is conflict, including:

the Middle East including Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon, Israel, Iran;
India and Pakistan; Ukraine and Russia; Sudan; Myanmar.

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
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SERVICE TIMES next week:
Tuesday 9am – Morning Prayer
Wednesday 11am – Eucharist

Thursday 9am – Morning Prayer
Thursday 4th June 7pm - Corpus Christi Eucharist

Sunday 7th 10am – Parish Eucharist
Junior Church have Messy Church in the Hall

Sunday 7th June 6pm: Mothers’ Union 150th Anniversary Service

NOTICES
The deadline for items for the Service Sheet is noon on Thursday.
Send to communication@sthilda.org

As part of our Mission Action Plan prayer initiative,
we shall begin morning prayers in church on

Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9am

Bible Study Group   –   Monday 1  st   June at 7.30pm  
In church. We continue to learn about the Holy Spirit. All welcome!

Community Lunch in church - Wednesday at 12 noon

Young Adults Group – Saturday 6  th   June at 6pm   in the church hall

Ambling Through Acts – Thursday 11  th   June at 7.30pm   in church
(Date changed because of the Corpus Christi service)

Parish Breakfast – Saturday 13  th   June at 9.30am  

St. Hilda’s Summer Fair – Saturday 4  th   July  

*** WANTED! ***   Items for Newsletter
Please send contributions to editor@sthilda.org
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Contact Information
Vicar
Fr. Julius Anozie vicar@sthilda.org

+447359 876498
Lay Minister
Rosalyn Young rosalyn@sthilda.org

Churchwardens
Alison Garner Nick Gething

Email: warden@sthilda.org

PCC Secretary PCC Treasurer
Tyler Pannone Khadijeh
Email: secretary@sthilda.org treasurer@sthilda.org

Parish Safeguarding Officer safeguarding@sthilda.org

Church Hall Bookings
Chris Davenport 01784 252170

The Parish Office:
St Hilda's Church, Stanwell Road, Ashford, Middlesex TW15 3QL

Telephone: 01784 253525    Email: office@sthilda.org
Office hours are: Monday by appointment only

Tue: 9am-6pm, Wed: 12 noon-4:00pm,   Thur: 9am-6pm

Notices etc.    Email: communcation@sthilda.org

Website:   www.sthilda.org

Charity Number: 1134119        CCLI: 708985

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/
Follow us on X https://twitter.com/StHildaAshford

https://twitter.com/StHildaAshford
https://www.facebook.com/StHildaAshford/
http://www.sthilda.org/
mailto:rosalyn@sthilda.org
mailto:rosalyn@sthilda.org
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